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A Prayer for 
Before We Begin 

 

“Lord, Help Us” 
 

O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrances of 

the glorious resurrection of thy Son our Lord: Vouchsafe this day 

your blessing upon us who plan the liturgy and music of this thy 

church. So direct our purposes and guide our decisions, we 

beseech thee, that the worship of thy congregation may be done 

according to thy holy will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

Things to Remember 
 
 

• The worship of God is not about us. 

• Anything we receive as part of the service is a gift. 

• Music’s primary goal is to uplift the scripture. 

• Everything in the service should have a purpose. 

• Our hymnal reflects our denomination. 

• Everything is relative. 

• Keep an open mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scripture Texts 

Acts 1:1-8 

1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he 

presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during 

forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he 

ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 

“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you 

will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 

periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 

Psalm 32 

1 Blessed is the one 

    whose transgressions are forgiven, 

    whose sins are covered. 
2 Blessed is the one 

    whose sin the LORD does not count against them 

    and in whose spirit is no deceit. 

3 When I kept silent, 

    my bones wasted away 

    through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night 

    your hand was heavy on me; 

my strength was sapped 

    as in the heat of summer. 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you 

    and did not cover up my iniquity. 

I said, “I will confess 

    my transgressions to the LORD.” 

And you forgave 

    the guilt of my sin.        (Continued) 



6 Therefore let all the faithful pray to you 

    while you may be found; 

surely the rising of the mighty waters 

    will not reach them. 
7 You are my hiding place; 

    you will protect me from trouble 

    and surround me with songs of deliverance. 

8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 

    I will counsel you with my loving eye on you. 
9 Do not be like the horse or the mule, 

    which have no understanding 

but must be controlled by bit and bridle 

    or they will not come to you. 
10 Many are the woes of the wicked, 

    but the LORD’s unfailing love 

    surrounds the one who trusts in him. 

11 Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous; 

    sing, all you who are upright in heart! 

 

Luke 15:11-22 

11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to 

his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he 

divided his property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he 

had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute 

living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 

country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the 

citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly 

have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him 

anything. 17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands 

have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to 

my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ 
20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him 

and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 
21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am 

no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, 

bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals 

on his feet.  

 

* These texts were selected by Tom Nichols to match his sermon “Tell the Story”           

and do NOT reflect the texts suggested by the lectionary.  
 



Hymn Possibilities 
 

Acts 1: 1-8 

 

• No. 154 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name   (9/28/13) 

• No. 312 Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise   (5/12/13) 

• No. 324 Hail Thee, Festival Day  

• No. 313 Christ is Risen  

• No. 319 Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands  

• No. 494 Kumbayah  

• No. 188 Christ is the World’s Light    (1/23/11) 

• No. 156 I Love to Tell the Story    (8/12/12) 

 

Psalm 32 

 

• No. 507 Through it All  

• No. 2005 You Are My Hiding Place  

• No. 297 Beneath the Cross of Jesus    (3/4/12) 

 

Luke 15: 1-22 

 

• No. 140 Great is Thy Faithfulness    (6/9/13) 

• No. 383 This is the Day of New Beginnings  

• No. 384 Love Divine All Loves Excelling   (11/17/13) 

• No. 115 How Like a Gentle Spirit  

• No. 120 Your Love, O God  

• No. 616 Come Sinners to the Gospel Feast   (8/4/13) 

• No. 340 Come, Ye Sinners Poor and Needy   (3/10/13) 

• No. 343 Come Back Quickly to the Lord  

• No. 348 Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling  

• No. 434 Cuando el Pobre  

• No. 3101 Love Lifted Me  

• No. 378 Amazing Grace     (3/10/13) 

 

Laity Sunday   (under “Called to God’s Mission” in the hymnal) 

 

• No. 567 Heralds of Christ     (12/8/13) 

• No. 569 We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations    

• No. 571 Go Make of All Disciples    (2/2/13) 

• No. 572 Pass it On      (5/2/13) 

• No. 577 God of Grace and God of Glory   (1/19/14) 

• No. 580 Lead on, O King Eternal    (2/12/12) 

• No. 593 Here I Am Lord     (10/13/13) 

• No. 558 We are the Church      



Important Questions 
 
 

• About the Service 

o What is the theme of the day? 

o What are the texts of the day? 

o What is the primary text of the day? 

o What is the liturgical season? 

• About the Hymns 

o Do the hymns honor the questions listed above? 

o Have any hymns been requested by the minister? 

o Are the text and tune of quality?  

o Are the text and tune paired well?  

o Is the style of the hymn consistent with the worship style of the church? 

• About Logistics 

o Is the hymn more appropriate as an opening or closing hymn? 

o Could the hymn be used in the service in another way? 

o Is the hymn too long? 

o When was the last time the hymn was sung in worship? 

• About Unfamiliar Hymns 

o Is the hymn worth teaching? 

o Are the other hymns being used in the service familiar? 

o Can the words be sung to a familiar tune? 

o If a new hymn is sung, how will it be introduced? 

• About Other Resources 

o Are there other hymns that the lectionary suggests? 

o Are there other suitable topics in the Hymnal Index? 

o Is there a suitable hymn in another hymnal? 

o Are there other hymns suggested by web-sites like Hymnary.org? 

 

 

* Should you desire more information, please write to justin@siumc.org. 



The Order of Worship 
Laity Sunday 

February 16, 2014 at 10:00 am 
 
Chiming of the Hour 
 

Prelude                                                        “Arioso”                                                                 Bach 

Ann Robertson, Piano 
 

Choral Introit                               “The Proof of Your Mercy”                                            Morris 
 

* Processional Hymn No. _________________________________________ 
 

* Affirmation of Faith                      The Apostle’s Creed                                                No. 881 
 

* Gloria Patri                                                            No. 70 
 

Greeting                         Jim Giddens 
 

First Reading                                             Acts 1: 1-8                                    Pew Bible NT p. 110 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Prayer Response _____________________________________________ 
 

Psalter Lesson                                               Psalm 32                                                        No. 766 
 

Children’s Anthem                               “Fishers of Men”                                             arr. Breese 
 

Children’s Sermon                                                                                                      Devon Smyth 
 

Second Reading                                     Luke 15: 11-22                                 Pew Bible NT p. 73 
 

Sermon                                                 “Telling the Story”                                         Tom Nichols 
 

Offertory Anthem                                    “Ye Blessed”                                                        Morris 

Chancel Choir 

* Doxology                                                                                                                               No. 95 
 

* Closing Hymn No.  _______________________________________________ 
 

* Benediction Response                   “This is the Temple”                                                 Morris 
 

* Postlude                          TBD                                           

 
* The People Standing 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Prayer for  
After Completion 

 

“Soli Deo Gloria” 

 

O God, before whose throne the whole family of heaven and 

earth bow down in ceaseless adoration: Accept, we pray thee, 

the service of worship which we offer this day. Through its 

execution, may others come to know the joy of thy salvation, 

and may glad hearts be inspired to proclaim thy holy name to 

all the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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