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The National Standards For Arts Education - Music 

 
1.   {S1} Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music 
2.   {S2} Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music 
3.   {S3} Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments 
4.   {S4} Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines 
5.   {S5} Reading and notating music 
6.   {S6} Listening to, analyzing, and describing music 
7.   {S7} Evaluating music and music performances 
8.   {S8} Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the 

arts 
9.   {S9} Relating to history and culture, understanding music in relation to history and culture. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Assessment Procedures 
 

     A1 – Observation                                                  A5 – Teacher Critiques 
     A2 – Questioning                                                  A6 – Student Critiques 
     A3 – Singing Tests                                                A7 – Group Work 
     A4 – Written Tests                                                A8 - Discussion 
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Chorus 
Grade 6 

Minimum Objectives 
 

 
 

COMPONENT ONE: AESTHETIC PERCEPTION  
Concept Development 

 
GOALS: 
 
 To develop sensitivity to the expressive qualities of music. 
  
 To increase aural awareness. 
 
 To encourage musical responsiveness, involvement, and discrimination. 
 
 To promote understanding of the nature and structure of music. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of how sound is produced and modified. 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music. 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of the structure and form of music. 
 
 * Demonstrate understandings that will lead to the effective use of written notation. 
 
A. VOCABULARY 
 
 1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of fundamental music terminology. (S5 – A4) 
 
  REQUIRED TERMS: al fine, allegro, andante, chromatic, coda, crescendo, da capo, dal segno, decrescendo, diminuendo, 

fermata, forte, largo, legato, mezzo, moderato, pianissimo, piano, rallentando, ritardando, segno, soli, solo, staccato, tacet, 
tempo, tenuto 

 
B. EAR TRAINING 
 

1.   Students will be able to match pitches utilizing a piano or keyboard. (S2 – A5, A6) 
 

2.   Students will be able to match pitches by singing accurately and with good breath control, 
alone and in ensembles. (S1 - A1, A5) 

 
C. BREATH CONTROL 
 

1.   Students will utilize proper posture while performing. (S2 – A5) 
 

2.   Students will demonstrate correct breathing technique. (S2 – A5) 
 

3.   Students will demonstrate knowledge of correct phrasing. (S5, S6, S7 – A5, A6) 
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D. TONAL CONCEPTS 
  

1.   Students will use proper diction and vowel formation while performing. (S1 – A1, A3, 
A5) 

 
2.   Students will strive within their voice to achieve a proper choral tone. (S1, S7 – A1, A3, 

A5) 
 

 
 

COMPONENT TWO: CREATIVE EXPRESSION  
Skills Development 

 
GOALS: 
 
 To become sensitive to the expressive qualities of musical sounds. 
  
 To develop musical responsiveness, involvement and discrimination. 
 
 To develop skills necessary to become capable and intelligent performers, creators and  
  consumers of music. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
 The student will be able to: 
 
 * Listen to music and respond appropriately.                          
 
 * Perform music using a variety of sound sources.        
 
 * Communicate musical ideas effectively through the use of notation. 
 
 * Demonstrate ability to develop and communicate original musical ideas. 
 
A. RHYTHM 
 

1.   Students will identify and perform simple rhythmic patterns in 4/4, 3/4, and 2/4 meters. 
(S5 – A2, A3, A4) 

 
2.   Students will be able to write whole, half, dotted half, quarter, dotted quarter and eighth 

notes and rests. (S5 – A5, A7) 
 
B. SYMBOLS 
 

1.   Students will be able to identify and define standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, 
dynamics, and tempo. (S5 – A5, A7) 

 
C. SCALES 
 

1.   Students will perform ascending and descending major scales in octave form, using 
correct solfege syllables and hand signs. (S1, S5 – A3) 

 
2.   The student will be able to compose and perform melodies using the notes of the required 

scales. (S4 – A1, A5, A6, A7, A8) 
 

3.   Students will sing major triads using solfege and hand signs. (S1, S5 – A3) 
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D. ARTICULATION 
 

1.   Students will demonstrate the ability to perform correct slurs, and staccato/legato styles 
while singing based on conductor’s gestures.  (S1, S5 – A3) 

 
E. SIGHT READING 
 

1.   Students will demonstrate the ability to sightread whole, half, quarter and eighth 
notes/rests rhythms. (S5, S7 – A1, A3, A5, A6) 
 

2.   Students will demonstrate the ability to sight read simple melodies consisting of steps, 
skips, and simple intervals. (S1, S5-A1, A3, A5, A6) 

 

 
 

COMPONENT THREE: MUSICAL HERITAGE  
 Historical and Cultural 

 
GOAL: 
 
 To develop awareness and demonstrate knowledge of the styles, idioms, performance media 
  and purposes of music that are a part of our multicultural heritage. 
  
OBJECTIVES: 
 
 Students will be able to: 
 
 * Identify and demonstrate familiarity with their own musical heritage. 
 
 * Identify the expressive elements in the music of different cultures and ethnic groups. 
 
 * Describe the social and historical situations that have influenced the composition, style, 
  selection and performance of music. 
 
A. MUSIC GENRE 
 

1.   Students will perform music from diverse genres and cultures. (S1, S6, S8 – A4, A7, A8) 
 

B. MUSIC HISTORY 
 

1.   Students will demonstrate fundamental knowledge of major composers, compositions, 
and music history. (S6, S7, S8 – A4, A7, A8) 

 

 
 

COMPONENT FOUR: AESTHETIC VALUING   
Application of Knowledge and Skills 

 
GOAL: 
 
 To provide a sound basis of musical experiences that can be used in making intelligent  
  judgments of musical aesthetics. 
  
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 



 
 

 

 
5 

 
 The student will be able to: 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of the value of music in the lives of individuals and  
  cultures. 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of how the purpose and function of music in a particular 
  situation have influenced compositions, selections and performance. 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of the ways that the elements of music have been combined 
  to produce characteristic styles and forms. 
 
A. EVALUATION SKILLS 
   

1.   Students will be able to critique individual and group performances. (S6, S7 – A7, A8 
A9) 

 
B. CONCERT ETIQUETTE 
 

1.   Students will demonstrate proper concert etiquette and manners in a performance setting. 
(S7, S8 – A1, A2, A4, A6, A7, A8) 
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Grade 7 

Minimum Objectives 
 

 
 

COMPONENT ONE: AESTHETIC PERCEPTION  
Concept Development 

 
GOALS: 
 
 To develop sensitivity to the expressive qualities of music. 
  
 To increase aural awareness. 
 
 To encourage musical responsiveness, involvement, and discrimination. 
 
 To promote understanding of the nature and structure of music. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of how sound is produced and modified. 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music. 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of the structure and form of music. 
 
 * Demonstrate understandings that will lead to the effective use of written notation. 
 
A. VOCABULARY 
 

1.   Students will demonstrate knowledge of fundamental music terminology. (S5 – A4) 
 
  REQUIRED TERMS: a tempo, accelerando, al fine, allegretto, allegro, andante, andantino, animato, cantabile, chromatic, 

coda, con brio, con spirito, crescendo, da capo, dal segno, decrescendo, diminuendo, dolce, etude, fermata, forte,  
fortissimo, grazioso, largo, legato, maestoso, marcato, marziale, mezzo, moderato, molto,  pianissimo, piano, poco a 
poco, presto, rallentando, ritardando, segno, soli, solo, staccato, tacet, tempo, tenuto 

 
B. EAR TRAINING 
 

1.   Students will be able to match pitches by singing accurately and with good breath control, 
alone and in the ensemble. (S1 - A1, A5) 

 
C. BREATH CONTROL 
 

1.   Students will utilize proper posture while performing. (S1 – A5) 
 

2.   Students will demonstrate correct breathing technique. (S1 – A5) 
 

3.   Students will demonstrate knowledge of correct phrasing. (S5, S6, S7 – A 5, A6) 
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D. TONAL CONCEPTS 
 

1.   Students will produce a good choral tone while performing. (S1 – A1, A3, A5)  
 
 

2.   Students will identify from aural stimuli the characteristics of different tone qualities. (S5, 
S6 – A 4, A7) 

 

 
 

COMPONENT TWO: CREATIVE EXPRESSION  
Skills Development 

 
GOALS: 
 
 To become sensitive to the expressive qualities of musical sounds. 
  
 To develop musical responsiveness, involvement and discrimination. 
 
 To develop skills necessary to become capable and intelligent performers, creators and  
  consumers of music. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
 The student will be able to: 
 
 * Listen to music and respond appropriately.                          
 
 * Perform music using a variety of sound sources.        
 
 * Communicate musical ideas effectively through the use of notation. 
 
 * Demonstrate ability to develop and communicate original musical ideas. 
 
A. RHYTHM 
 

1.   Students will identify and perform simple rhythmic patterns in 4/4, 3/4, and 2/4 meters. 
(S5 – A2, A3, A4, A5, A7) 

 
2.   Students will be able to write whole, half, dotted half, quarter, dotted quarter, eighth, and 

dotted eighth notes and rests. (S5 – A2, A3, A4, A5, A7) 
 

B. SYMBOLS 
 

1.   Students will be able to identify and define standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, 
dynamics, tempo, articulation, and expression.  (S5 – A2, A3, A4, A5, A7) 

 
C. CONDUCTING 
 

1.   Students will be able to conduct a basic 4/4 pattern. . (S5 – A2, A3, A4, A5, A6) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D. SCALES 
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1.   Students will perform all forms of the minor scale using correct solfege syllables. (S1, S5 

– A3) 
 
 

2.   Students will perform the chromatic scale ascending and descending on octave form using 
correct solfege syllables. (S1, S5 – A3) 
 

3.   The student will be able to compose and perform simple melodies using the notes of the 
required scales. (S3 – A1, A5, A6, A7, A8) 
 

 
E. ARTICULATION 
 

1.   Students will demonstrate the ability to perform correct attacks/releases, slurs, and 
staccato/legato styles by interpreting the conductor’s gestures. (S1, S5 – A3) 

 
F. SIGHT READING 
 

1.   Students will demonstrate the ability to sightread whole, half, quarter and eighth 
notes/rests rhythms within the concert keys of C, F, G, and D. (S5, S7 – A1, A3, A5, A6) 

 

 
 

COMPONENT THREE: MUSICAL HERITAGE  
 Historical and Cultural 

 
GOAL: 
 
 To develop awareness and demonstrate knowledge of the styles, idioms, performance media 
  and purposes of music that are a part of our multicultural heritage. 
  
OBJECTIVES: 
 
 Students will be able to: 
 
 * Identify and demonstrate familiarity with their own musical heritage. 
 
 * Identify the expressive elements in the music of different cultures and ethnic groups. 
 
 * Describe the social and historical situations that have influenced the composition, style, 
  selection and performance of music. 
 
A. MUSIC GENRE 
 

1.   Students will perform music from diverse genres and cultures. (S1, S6, S8 – A1, A3, A7, 
A8) 

 
B. MUSIC HISTORY 
 

1.   Students will demonstrate fundamental knowledge of major composers, compositions, 
and music history. (S6, S7, S8 – A 4, A7, A8) 

 

 
 

COMPONENT FOUR: AESTHETIC VALUING   
Application of Knowledge and Skills 
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GOAL: 
 
 To provide a sound basis of musical experiences that can be used in making intelligent  
  judgments of musical aesthetics. 
  
OBJECTIVES: 
 
 The student will be able to: 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of the value of music in the lives of individuals and  
  cultures. 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of how the purpose and function of music in a particular 
  situation have influenced compositions, selections and performance. 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of the ways that the elements of music have been combined 
  to produce characteristic styles and forms. 
 
A. EVALUATION SKILLS 
   

1.   Students will be able to critique individual and group performances. (S6, S7 – A6, A7, 
A8) 

 
B. CONCERT ETIQUETTE 
 

1.   Students will demonstrate proper concert etiquette and manners in a performance setting. 
(S7, S8 – A1, A2, A4, A5, A6, A7)  
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Grade 8 
Minimum Objectives 

 

 
COMPONENT ONE: AESTHETIC PERCEPTION  

Concept Development 
 
GOALS: 
 
 To develop sensitivity to the expressive qualities of music. 
  
 To increase aural awareness. 
 
 To encourage musical responsiveness, involvement, and discrimination. 
 
 To promote understanding of the nature and structure of music 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of how sound is produced and modified. 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music. 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of the structure and form of music. 
 
 * Demonstrate understandings that will lead to the effective use of written notation. 
 
A. VOCABULARY 
 

1.   Students will demonstrate knowledge of fundamental music terminology. (S5 – A4) 
 
 REQUIRED TERMS: a tempo, accelerando, al fine, allegretto, allegro, andante, andantino, animato, cantabile,  chromatic, 

coda, con brio, con spirito, crescendo, da capo, dal segno, decrescendo, diminuendo, dolce, etude,  fermata, forte,  
fortissimo, grazioso, largo, legato, maestoso, marcato, marziale, mezzo, moderato, molto, pianissimo, piano, poco a poco, 
presto, rallentando, ritardando, segno, soli, solo, staccato, tacet, tempo, tenuto 

 
2.   Students will demonstrate knowledge of whole and half step intervals. (S3, S5, S6 – A3, 

A4, A5) 
 

3.   Students will be able to identify common key signatures. (S4, S5 – A1, A2, A3, A4, A5) 
 
B. EAR TRAINING 
 

1.   Students will be able to match pitches by singing accurately and with good breath control, 
alone and in small ensembles. (S1 - A1, A5) 

 
2.   Students will identify visually and aurally intervals in a major scale pattern. (S1 – A 

5,A6) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
C. BREATH CONTROL 
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1.   Students will utilize proper posture while performing. (S1 – A1, A3, A5) 

 
2.   Students will demonstrate correct breathing technique. (S1, S7 – A1, A3, A5) 

 
3.   Students will demonstrate knowledge of correct phrasing. (S6 – A2, A4, A7) 

 
D. TONAL CONCEPTS 
  
 

1.   Students will produce a good choral tone. (S1, S7 – A1, A3, A5) 
 

2.   Students will identify from aural stimuli the characteristics of different tone qualities.  (S6 
 – A2, A4, A7) 

 

 
 

COMPONENT TWO: CREATIVE EXPRESSION  
Skills Development 

 
GOALS: 
 
 To become sensitive to the expressive qualities of musical sounds. 
  
 To develop musical responsiveness, involvement and discrimination. 
 
 To develop skills necessary to become capable and intelligent performers, creators and  
  consumers of music. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
 The student will be able to: 
 
 * Listen to music and respond appropriately.                          
 
 * Perform music using a variety of sound sources.        
 
 * Communicate musical ideas effectively through the use of notation. 
 
 * Demonstrate ability to develop and communicate original musical ideas. 
 
A. RHYTHM 
 

1.   Students will identify and perform simple rhythmic patterns in 4/4, 3/4, 2/4, 6/8, and 2/2 
meters. (S5 – A2, A3, A4, A5, A7) 

 
2.   Students will be able to write whole, half, quarter, eighth notes, sixteenth, triplets and 

dotted notes and rests. (S5 – A2, A3, A4, A5, A7) 
 
B. SYMBOLS 
 

1.   Students will be able to identify and define standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, 
dynamics, tempo, articulation, and expression. (S5 – A2, A3, A4, A5, A7) 

 
 
 
C. CONDUCTING 



 
 

 

 
12 

 
1.   Students will be able to conduct basic 4/4, 3/4, and 2/4 patterns. (S5 – A1, A2, A5, A7) 

 
D. SCALES 
 

1.   Students will perform all scales. (Major, Minor and Chromatic) 
(S1, S5 – A3) 

 
2.   The student will be able to compose and perform melodies using the notes of the required 

scales. (S3 – A1, A5, A6, A7, A8) 
 
 
E. ARTICULATION 
 

1.   Students will demonstrate the ability to perform correct attacks/releases, slurs, and 
staccato/legato styles by interpreting the conductor’s gestures. (S1, S5 – A3) 

 
F. SIGHT READING 
 

1.   Students will demonstrate the ability to sightread whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth, 
triplets and dotted notes/rests rhythms within the common major and minor keys. (S7 – 
A1, A3, A5, A6) 

 
 

 
 

COMPONENT THREE: MUSICAL HERITAGE  
Historical and Cultural 

GOAL: 
 
 To develop awareness and demonstrate knowledge of the styles, idioms, performance media 
  and purposes of music that are a part of our multicultural heritage. 
  
OBJECTIVES: 
 
 Students will be able to: 
 
 * Identify and demonstrate familiarity with their own musical heritage. 
 
 * Identify the expressive elements in the music of different cultures and ethnic groups. 
 
 * Describe the social and historical situations that have influenced the composition, style, 
  selection and performance of music. 
 
A. MUSIC GENRE 
 

1.   Students will perform music from diverse genres and cultures with expression appropriate 
for the work being performed. (S1, S5, S6, S7, S8 – A3, A5, A8) 

 
B. MUSIC HISTORY 
 

1.   Students will identify ethnic and cultural contributions to music. (S6, S7 – A6, A7, A8) 
 

2.   Students will demonstrate fundamental knowledge of the contributions of  major 
composers and historical significances to the development of music literature. (S7, S8 – 
A2, A4, A5, A6, A7, A8) 
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COMPONENT FOUR: AESTHETIC VALUING   
Application of Knowledge and Skills 

GOAL: 
 
 To provide a sound basis of musical experiences that can be used in making intelligent  
  judgments of musical aesthetics. 
  
OBJECTIVES: 
 
 The student will be able to: 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of the value of music in the lives of individuals and  
  cultures. 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of how the purpose and function of music in a particular 
  situation have influenced compositions, selections and performance. 
 
 * Demonstrate an understanding of the ways that the elements of music have been combined 
  to produce characteristic styles and forms. 
 
A. EVALUATION SKILLS 
   

1.   Students will be able to critique individual and group performances. (S6, S7 – A6, A7, 
A8) 

 
B. CONCERT ETIQUETTE 
 

1.   Students will demonstrate proper concert etiquette and manners in a performance setting. 
(S7, S8 – A1, A2, A5, A6, A7, A8) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


