









May 11, 2025

Historic   |   Liturgical   |   Vibrant 

T

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Savannah, Georgia - Since 1800



THE WORSHIP OF GOD

Good Shepherd Sunday
The Lord’s Day at Eleven O’ Clock

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD

PRAYER FOR SILENT REFLECTION

God of comfort and compassion, through Jesus, your Son, 
You lead us to the water of life and table of your bounty.
May we who have received the tender love of our Good Shepherd
Be strengthened by your grace to care for your flock. Amen.

 - from the Vanderbilt Lectionary

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

WELCOME & INVOCATION
Kyle T. Reese, Senior Minister

PRELUDE - “Pastorale on Savior, Like a Shepherd, Lead Us”           by Betty Sue Shepherd
Justin L. Addington, Organ

* CALL TO WORSHIP - based on Revelation 7:9-17
Emily Richardson-Dion, Assistant Minister

Minister: Behold, a great multitude from every nation, 
standing before the throne and the Lamb.

People: Salvation belongs to our God, and to the Lamb!

Minister: They serve him day and night, 
and he shelters them with his presence.

People: The Lamb will shepherd them to living water.

Minister: The Lord will wipe away every tear from their eyes.
People: Let us worship God with joy and thanksgiving! Amen.

  
A Word of Welcome  

Welcome to First Baptist 
Church. We believe Jesus 

treated everyone with a spirit 
of love and equality. 

Therefore, we accept every 
individual without regard to 

age, gender, race, ethnicity, 
physical or mental disability, 

sexual orientation, gender 
identity, political affiliation, 

or socio-economic status. 
We affirm all persons as 

created in the image of God. 
At First Baptist Church, 

individuals can find family, 
families can find community, 
the injured can find healing, 

and all can seek truth and 
justice. We labor together in 

love for each other, our 
community, our world, 

and our God. No matter 
who you are or where you 

are on life’s journey, in this 
place and by these people, 

you are welcomed, 
you are accepted, 

and you are loved.

* Asterisks throughout the 
order of worship indicate 

the people standing, in 
body and/or in spirit. 
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* HYMN - “Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim”                    Tune: HANOVER

- Text by Charles Wesley

Liturgical Season

First Baptist Church follows 
the liturgical seasons of the 
Christian Year as a means of
marking time together. We are 
currently in the season of 
Easter, the Great Fifty Days 
prior to Pentecost that honors 
Christ’s resurrection and 
celebrates our triumph over 
death. The liturgical colors for 
the season are white and gold, 
symbolizing purity and joy.

Artwork

The artwork to the left features 
a portion of “Adoration of the 
Mystic Lamb” by Hubert van 
Eyck (1366-1426) and Jan van 
Eyck (1390-1440). This 
painting on panel currently 
resides in the St. Bavo’s 
Cathedral in Ghent, Belgium. 
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* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Emily Richardson-Dion, Assistant Minister

We believe in Jesus, the good shepherd, 
who calls each of us by name 
and leads us into abundant life.

We believe Jesus knows us fully, 
loves us without condition. 
and gathers people from every nation into one flock.

We believe the good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep, 
not because he must, 
but because he chooses to love and protect us.

We believe his voice calls us to follow in trust, 
to walk in his way, 
and to live in his care.

We believe in listening for his voice, 
in following his lead, 
and in sharing his love with the world.

We believe that in Jesus we find our true home, 
our sure foundation, our lasting hope,
and that in him we are held in eternal safety. Amen.

 

* GLORIA PATRI                                                                                      Tune: GREATOREX

- Text from a sixth-century doxology 

Children in Worship

Children are always welcome 
in the worship of our church. 

A calming room is also 
available on the first floor of 

the sanctuary building. 
Following the choir’s anthem, 

children pre-K through fifth 
grade who are interested in 
going to Children’s Church 

may meet their leaders in the 
narthex. Parents may pick up 

their children downstairs at 
the conclusion of the service. 

A worship-themed activity 
may be found on page 11 

of the order of worship.
Crayons for coloring are 
available in the narthex.

Visitor Information

If you are a visitor with us 
today, we are delighted that 
you are here! Please fill out 

one of the visitor cards found 
in the pews and place it in the 

offering plate as it is passed. 
We would love to be in 

contact with you.
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Music Notes

Today’s anthem was gifted to 
the First Baptist Church Music 
Library by Tracy Bailey and 
Ken Heitkamp. The published 
anthem was commissioned in 
2001 by Ken and his brother, 
Greg, in memory of their 
parents, Veronica “Ronnie” 
and Kenneth A. Heitkamp. 
The piece beautifully sets 
beloved scripture texts 
referencing Christ as a 
shepherd. At the conclusion 
of the anthem, you will hear 
strains of Johann Sebastian 
Bach’s “Sheep May Safely 
Graze,” which is also 
incorporated into this 
morning’s organ prelude. 

- Justin Addington

Scripture Texts

All scripture texts printed in 
the order of worship are taken 
from the New Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible unless 
otherwise noted.

WE LISTEN TO GOD

FIRST LESSON - Psalm 23 (KJV)
Carol Melton, Lay Reader

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: 

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 
for his name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies: 

thou anointest my head with oil; 
my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life: 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

ANTHEM - “He Shall Feed His Flock”                                                     by Joseph Martin
First Baptist Church Choir
Tracy Bailey, Piano

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd,
And he shall hold them in his arms; 
In his arms he will hold them close to his heart. 

All we like sheep have gone astray.
All we like sheep have turned to our own way. 

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd,
And he shall hold them in his arms; 
In his arms he will hold them close to his heart.

- Text based on Isaiah 40:11 and 53:6

MUSICAL INTERLUDE

(Children may be dismissed to Children’s Church at this time.)
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* GOSPEL LESSON - John 10:22-30

At that time the Festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So 
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us 
in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered, “I have 
told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name 
testify to me, but you do not believe because you do not belong to my sheep.
My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eter-
nal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 
My Father, in regard to what he has given me, is greater than all else, and no 
one can snatch them out of the Father’s hand.The Father and I are one.”

Minister: This is the written Word of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON - “Season of Eastertide: Listening”
Kyle T. Reese, Senior Minister

* HYMN - “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”                           Tune: CRIMOND

- Text from the Scottish Psalter of 1650

Sermon Notes

Use this column as a space   
to take notes on the points 

from today’s sermon that you 
find to be meaningful.

Permissions

Permission to reprint and 
stream the music in this 

service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE with 

license #736838-A. 
All rights reserved.
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WE RESPOND TO GOD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Kyle T. Reese, Senior Minister

(Between the petitions of the prayer, the following response is offered.)

Minister: Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER

(Using “sins” and “those who sin against us.”)

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. 
and forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

Statement 
on Language 

In an effort to be as inclusive 
as possible, First Baptist 
Church seeks to use hymns 
and liturgies that employ 
gender-neutral pronouns for 
both God and humanity. 
However, this is not always 
possible when using historic 
texts and poetry. Please note 
that such texts reflect the 
eras in which they were 
written, and do not 
necessarily represent our 
modern-day theological 
understandings.

Artwork

The artwork to the left is 
“The Good Shepherd” cir. 
1973 by JESUS MAFA. 
JESUS MAFA is an artistic 
movement that was a 
response to the New 
Testament readings from the 
Lectionary by a Christian 
community in Cameroon, 
Africa. Each of the readings 
was selected and adapted to 
dramatic interpretation by 
the community members. 
Photographs of their 
interpretations were made, 
and these were then 
transcribed to paintings.
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Giving

If you would like to 
participate in worship by 

giving monetarily, you may 
place a donation in the 

offering plate as it is passed 
through the pews, scan the 
QR code, or click the GIVE 

button on our website: 
fbc-sav.org. You may also 

mail a contribution directly  
to PO Box 9551 

Savannah, GA 31412.

Prayer Requests

If you have any prayer 
requests that you would like 

added to our prayer list, 
please place them in

the offering plate or email 
them to the church office.
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MUSICAL RESPONSE                                                                                    Tune: BRADBURY

(Please remain seated to sing.)

- Text attributed to Henry F. Lyte

OFFERTORY SENTENCES
Emily Richardson-Dion, Assistant Minister

OFFERTORY - “Come to Me”                                                                           by Dan Forrest
Tanner King, Solo

Come to me, all you who labor. 
Come to me, and I will give you rest; 
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened 
And you will find rest for your souls.  

Refrain (Sing Twice)



Come, my child, learn my heart: 
For I am gentle and lowly. 
See how great my love for you 
That I have called you my child.

Come to me, all you who labor. 
Come to me, and I will give you rest; 
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened 
And you will find rest for your souls.  

- Text adapted from the New Testament

* DOXOLOGY WITH ALLELUIAS                                           Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN

 - Text adapted from Thomas Ken

About Our Church

First Baptist Church was 
founded in 1800 and occupies 
the oldest standing house of 
worship in the city. Even 
though our congregation was 
instrumental in the founding 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, our church was 
one of the first in the south 
to leave that body. We are 
now affiliated with the 
Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship and proudly 
support the role of women in 
leadership and champion the 
full inclusion of members of 
the LGBTQ community.

Flowers

The flowers are given to     
the glory of God by Fran 
Arnsdorff and in memory of 
Allene George and all of those 
who are like mothers to us.
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WE GO TO SERVE GOD

* INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP
Kyle T. Reese, Senior Minister

* HYMN - “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                                Tune: PRECIOUS LORD

- Text by Thomas Dorsey

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Emily Richardson-Dion, Assistant Minister

Joining Our Church

If you are interested in 
joining First Baptist Church, 

you are invited to come 
forward during the singing of 

the final hymn. We accept 
new members by profession of 

faith or transfer of letter, 
and we gladly accept 

all forms of baptism from 
other denominations.

Restrooms

Restrooms are located on the 
lower level of the sanctuary 

building, and may be accessed 
by using the staircase or 

elevator off the narthex. A 
family/gender-neutral 

restroom (complete with 
changing table) is also 

available in the back hallway 
of the lower level. All 

restrooms in the historic 
sanctuary building are 

handicap accessible.
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PASTORAL BENEDICTION
Kyle T. Reese, Senior Minister

POSTLUDE - “Gavotte” from Symphony No. 4                                          by William Boyce
James Richardson, Organ

	  

Postlude

The postlude is the final 
“alleluia” of our worship 
together. The people are 
invited to remain seated for 
a brief moment of personal 
reflection and inspiration.

Word Search

Locate the following words 
from today’s Gospel story:

1. Leads
2. Follow
3. Voice
4. Robber
5. Destroy
6. Steal
7. Pen
8. Their
9. Shepherd
10. Watchman
11. Stranger
12. Name
13. Truth
14. Gate
15. Sheep
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NEWS & EVENTS

Rev. Dr. Kyle T. Reese
Senior Minister

kyler@fbc-sav.org

Rev. Dr. Justin L. Addington
Associate Minister for Music & Worship

justin@fbc-sav.org

Rev. Emily Richardson-Dion
Assistant Minister for Discipleship 

emily@fbc-sav.org

Rev. Dr. John M. Finley
Senior Minister Emeritus

johnf@fbc-sav.org

Rev. James C. Richardson
Organist Emeritus
james@fbc-sav.org

Gina Shields
Office Manager

office@fbc-sav.org

Jason Raub
Facilities Manager
jason@fbc-sav.org

Marilyn Borst
Global Missiologist in Residence

marilyn@fbc-sav.org

www.fbc-sav.org
(912) 234-2671

CONTACT US

THE CLASSICS OUTING

Join The Classics for a tour of the American 
Prohibition Museum in City Market on May 14th at 
10:00 am, followed by lunch in Lewis Hall. From 
vintage cars and moonshine stills to distinctive 
flasks and original flapper dresses, the museum 
brings the spirit of the Prohibition era vividly to 
life. For more information or to RSVP, please 
contact Charlie Benton or the church office.
 

MAY LUNCH AND LEARN

There will be a Lunch and Learn in Lewis Hall on 
Sunday, May 18th, immediately after worship, 
where we will explore the mission and impact of 
Passport camps. Lunch will include BBQ chicken, 
hamburgers, grilled shrimp, baked beans, fried 
corn off the cob, and apple slaw. Donations of $15 
are appreciated. There will also be a dessert auction 
to support our youth’s Passport trip this summer. 

COLLEGE STUDENT LUNCHEON

All college students are cordially invited to an End-
of-Year Luncheon in Lewis Hall  immediately after 
worship today. There will be a delightful home-
cooked meal, delectable desserts, and engaging 
conversations. Bring a friend  and prepare to 
be  embraced with love as we celebrate the 
conclusion of a successful academic year! Please see 
Amber Jones with any questions. 

THE LADIES WHO LUNCH

All ladies are invited to attend a Dutch-treat Ladies 
Luncheon at the Wexford Pub, located at 27 
Barnard Street, on Tuesday, May 13th at 11:30 am. 
This special gathering is a partnership luncheon 
with the women of First Presbyterian Church, and 
we hope to continue hosting these events on a 
bimonthly basis. Please RSVP to the church office if 
you plan to participate.


